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. RESTORATION OF THE RUINS

AT MOUNT SIGIRIYA, SRI LANKA

Mount Sigiriya is situated in the
central part of Sri Lanka to the southeast of
Anuradhapura, the former capital.
King Kasyapa, who reigned from 1020-
1038 B.E., had murdered King Dhatusena,
his own father, and as he was afraid that
Prince Moggallana, his half-brother, would
take revenge, the King had a new capital
buill at Mount Sigiriya or Sihakiri. The
place was selected for stralegic reasons. It is
a high mountain in the middle of a plain.
Many brick buildings were erecled to the
west of the mountain. At the summit a
palace was built at two descending levels.
Half way up the mountain (here are [rescoes
depicting pairs of Apsaras. Only fifteen of
these famous paintings remain. Despite the
good location of the new capital, Prince
Moggallana managed to overthrow King
Kasyapa and took over the throne.

The objectives of the restoration of

M.C. Subhadradis Diskul

the ruins at Mount Sigiriya as set by the
Department of Archaeology of Sri Lanka
and the officials of the UNESCO - Sri Lanka
Cultural Triangle Project include the
excavation, restoration, landscaping,
development of infrastructures, especially
those relating to tourism, as well as support
services, and monitoring and controlling
the development of the surrounding area.
The last objective has led to the allocation
of the area surmounding the mountain,
covering an area of approximately 1,200
acres or 50 square kilometres, as nalure
reserves. In addition, an interdisciplinary
research project is being undertaken incor-
porating  archaeology, elhnology and
ecology.

The objectives of the Mount Sigiriya
project perlaining to archaeology are as
follows:

1. To investigate the ground plan

and the location of the buildings at Sigiriva

2. To study the history of Mount
Sigiriya using appropriate  excavatiom
techniques as well as incorporating other
relaled disciplines.

3. To use Mount Sigiriya and it
surrounding areas as a research laboratory
for studying the social and economic
conditions as well as the culture and the
ecology of the area in ancient times.

4. To develop modern techniques for
studying ancient monuments in Sti Lanka
by training Sri Lankan archaeologists and
experts in other discipline to work together.

The Mount Sigiriya project was
launched in 2525 B.E. . lls completion was
originally planned for 2529 B.E. However,
this has been poslponed lo 2534 B.E.

The history of Mount Sigirya
includes the following eight stages.

Stage 1. (the earliest period). The



establishment of the first monastic retreat
around the third or the fourth century B.E.
up lo the sixth cenlury B.E. Engravings in
Bhrami script were discovered over a cave
at the fool of the mountain.

Stage 2. The Period belore King
Kasyapa's reign from the sixth lo the tenth
centuries B.E.

Stage 3. King Kasyapa's reign Irom
1020-1038 B.E. Many buildings were
conslrucled al Mount Sigiriya but not all
al once.

Stage 4. The firsl period afier King
Kasyapa's reign between the eleventh and

the twellth centuries B.E. There was
some construction in the area using stone.
The buildings al Mount Sigiriya began to
fall into disrepair.

Stage 5. The second period after
King Kasyapa's reign between the thirteenth
and the fourleenth centurics B.E. Some
stone buildings were pul up. The period
probably coincided with the period of
Polonnaruwa, the capilal of Sri Lanka after
Anuradhapura. During this period Mount
Sigiriya was abandoned.

Stage 6. The abandonment of Mount
Sigiriya between the eighteenth and the
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twenly-second centurie B.E.

Stage 7. Between the twenty-second
and the twenty-fourth centuries B.E. Moun:
Sigiriva and ils nearly villages became the
ouler defending posls of Sri Lanka.

Stage 8. From 2375 B.E. onward.
The ruins at Mount Sigiriya were restored
and some excavalion was undertaken.

The piclures were taken from lhe
west of the mountain side on 14 March
2531 B.L. showing the excavalion and the
restoration of the building al Sigiriya.
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Water garden after restoration
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Water garden before restoration. Nolico t-.
stone jsle in the middle of the pond.
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A stone hlock with man-made holes for putting

up stucco works, flanked on tweo sides by
brick walls.
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The engravings in Bhrami script at
the foot of Mount Sigiriya. This evidence

confirms that monks inhabited that place
ever since the third century B.E.
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The excavation shows that a wall was pul up
over the hase of some ruins.
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Murals depicting pairs of Apsaras painted during the reign of King Kasyapa at the beginning of the eleventh century B.E.
Only fifteen sets remain, They were saved just in time through the use of chemicals.
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