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Evolution of Dvaravati sculptures

Professor M.C. Subhadradis Diskul

Summary

The Dvaravati art developed in the central part of Thailand from about
the 7th— 11th century A.D. It however remained in the kingdom of Haripunjaya
(Lampun) in the northern part of the country down to about the end of the 13th
century. Dvaravati sculptures were mostly produced for Buddhist art and received
influences from the Indian Gupta and post — Gupta styles in conjunction with the
lingering characteristics of the Amaravati tradition, also from India.

Apart from small bronze Buddha images showing Amaravati or early
Ceylonnese influence (fig. 1) there is one stone Buddha image that shows the
transitional period betwéen the Amaravati and Gupta influences in Thailand. This
image can be attributed to about the 5th — 6th century A.D. (f ig. 2). Among the
early Dvaravati Buddha images in Thailand which might be dated back to about
the 7th century A.D. can be included a stone Buddha under Naga found at Muang
Fai, Amphoe Lamplaimat, Buriram province in north — eastern Thailand (fig. 3),
a stone high — relief depicting the Buddha in meditaion but with the profile of the
Wheel of the Law and two crouching deer carved on the base found at U —tong,
Supanburi, western Thailand (f ig. 4) and also two terracotta figurines found at
Ku Bua, Ratburi (fig. 5). A terracotta head also discovered at Ku Bua (f‘ig. 6)

seems to support this early date as it wears the same headgear as that of Uma in
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the figure of Mahesvaramurti at Elephanta Cave in India. The Ilatter can be
attributed to the early post —Gupta style about the 6th century. Another group of
terracotta figures at Ku Bua representing standing foreigners holding a lamp (Fig. 7)
might also be mentioned here. Their identity is still doubtful. With this first group
can also be added a brick representing a flying figure (f ig. 8) found at U — tong
and also a terracotta horse —shoe arched window motif with a human face in the
middle (f ig. 9.) The face shows already the native elements therefore this piece
might be dated a little bit later — about the beginning of the 8th century.

For Hindu images that sometimes are included in Dvaravati art, the
image of Ganesa recently discovered at Prachinbuari, eastern Thailand, should also
be mentioned. It might date to about the 6th— 7th century (fig. 10).

As for the second phase of Dvaravati sculpture from about the 8th
— 10th century A.D., the native elements became stronger. A stone standing Buddha
image found at Prachinburi might be used as an example (f‘ig. 11). Another
bronze image of the Buddha of 1.20 m. high, the largest ever found in Dvaravati
art at Muang Fai Amphoe Lamplaimat, Buriram, can also be included. Since this
second one still retains some Indian facial characteristics, it should be dated about
the beginning of the 8th century A.D. During this second phase, the Srivijayan
influence might have penetrated from the south as Prof. Boisselier has suggested.
The head of Maitreya Bodhisattva fonnd in Thamorat Cave, Petchabun province,
northern central Thailand, can be used as an evidence and its date is probabiy
about the 8th century (fig. 15).

For the third or last phase of Dvaravati sculpture, there is a strong
Khmer influence. A stone Buddha image found at Wat Pra Si Ratana Mahathat,
Lopburi, can be indicated as the best example (I‘ig. 16.).  This phase dates about
the 11th century. All the terracotta and stucco figurines found at Lampun in the

kingdom of Haripunjaya probably date from this period.
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Fig. 1 Bronze Buddha in the attitude
of argumentation. Found at Nakhon Ratcha-
sima. Bangkok National Museum.
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Fig. 2 Stone Buddha image showing
influences from the Indian Amaravati and
Gupta styles. Bangkok Netional Museum,
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Fig. 6 Terracotta head of a door
—guardian from Ku Bua, Ratburi. Bangkok
National Museum.
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Fig. 3 Stone Buddha under Naga.
Wat Utai Maggaram, Amphoe Huai
Thalaeng, Nakhon Ratchasima.
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Fig. 5 Terracotta  Avalokitesvara
Bodhisattva and an angel Found at Ku Bua,
Ratburi, Bangkok National Museum.
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Fig. 7 A Seythian figure ? Terracotta.
From Ku Bua, Ratburi Bangkok Netional
Museum.
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Fig. 4 Stone Buddha image in
meditation with a bas-relief representing the
Wheel of the Law flanhed by crouching
deer on the base. U-tong National
Museum, Supanburi.
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Fig. 8 A bick representlng a flymg
gandharva U-tong National —Museum,
Supanburi
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Fig. 10 Stone Ganesa. Found to
Muang Pra Roth, Dong Si Mahapot, Prachin-
buri. Bangkok National Museum.
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Fig. 12 Bronze Buddha descending
from Tavatimsa Heaven. Found at Muang Fai,
Amphoe Lamplaimat, Buriram.  Bangkok
National Museum.
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Fig. 9 Terracofta horse — shos diched
Window with a human face inside. U — tong
National Museum, Supanburi.
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Fig. 16 Stone Buddha Subduing Mara.
Found at Wat Pra Si Ratana Mahathat,
Lopburi, Lopburi National Museum.
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Fig. 11 Stone Buddha descending
from Tava timsa Heaven. Found at Dong Si
Mahapot, Prachinburi.
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Fig. 14 Bronze Bodhisattva. Found at
Muang Fai, Amphoe Lamplaimat, Buriram.
Bangkok National Museum.
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Fig. 13 Bronze Maitreya Bobhisattva’
Found at Muang Fai, Amphoe Lamplaimat,
Buriram. Bangkok National Museum.
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Fig. 15 Stone head of Maitreya
Bodhisattva. From Si Thamorat Hill, Si Tep,
Petchabun. Bangkok National Museum.




