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Trends in the Studies and Research
on Buddhist Arts in Thailand
1960-1969

M. C. S, DssguL

Description of Progress of Studies and Research :

Buddhist arts in Thailand may be divided into nine periods:

1. Indian Buddha images discovered in Thailand (2nd-9th or 10th centuries
A.D.).

Dvaravati period (6th or 7th-11th centuries),

Srivijaya period (7th or 8th-13th centuries).

Lopburi period (11th century or earlier-13th centuries).
Chiengsaen or Northern Thai period (about 11th-18th centuries),
Sukhothai period (13th-14th centuries).

U-tong period (12th-15th centuries).

Ayudhya period (14th-18th centuries).

. Bangkok period (from late 1Bth century onward).

From 1960 to 1969 some new early Indian Buddha images in Thailand were
borught to light, especially a few small Indian Amaravati bronzes. Some
terracotta figurines showing the Indian Amaravati influence discovered at U-tong,
Supanburi in western Thailand led Professor Jean Boisselier, a French scholar whe
had come to do research in Thailand, to propound a new theory that the original
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cradle of Funan, the earliest kingdom in the Indochinese peninsula, might have
existed first in the central part of Thailand before it spread east to southern Cam-
bodia about the fifth century A.p.

For the Dviravati period many researches have been carried on especially
excavations executed by the Thai Fine Arts Department and Professor Jean Bois-
selier at many Dviravati sites in Thailand such as at U-tong, Supanburi (west of
Thailand) ; Ku Bua, Ratburi (south); Chedi Chula Paton, Nakhon Pathom (cen-
tral); Khok Mai Den, Nakhon Sawan (central north); Muang Fa Daed Sung
Yang, Kalasin (northeast); and Dong Si Maha Pot, Prachinburi (east). From
these excavations many remains of Dviravati architecture including stone, bronze,
stucco and terracotta sculptures have been unearthed, studied and restored. The
influence of éﬁvijaya art in southern Thailand on the Dvaravati school about
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the eighth century A.p. has also been pointed out by Professor Boisselier. Remark-
able terracotta figurines have been discovered at Ku Bua, Ratburi, and testify
that during the Dvaravati period Mahayana Buddhisin was also worshipped.

For érivijaya art in southern Thailand one must admit that not very much
has been done concerning the research on Buddhist art there. Few excavations
have been carried out at Sating Pra, an important Srivijaya site not very far from
the modern town of Songkhla (Singora).

For the Lopburi period a large survey on Khmer temples in the northeastern
part of Thailand has been carried out by the Thai Fine Arts Department and the
result is published in two volumes, both in English and in Thai. The Temple of
Pimai, an early twelfth-century Khmer centre of Mahayana Buddhism in north-
eastern Thailand, has been successfully restored through the anastylosis method by
the Thai Fine Arts Department with the help of a French expert, M. Groslier.
A large bronze head of a Bodhisattva in Mahayana Buddhism about the late
eighth century A.n., including some other fragments of the body, was discovered
at Amphoe Non Sung in Nakhon Ratchasima (Korat) Province in northeastern
Thailand and is now preserved in the Bangkok National Museum. The head was
restored in a French laboratory through the kind assistance of the French govern-
ment. It is, however, regrettable to report that about 300 Mahayanist Buddhist
bronzes were clandestinely dug up in 1965 from a Khmer temple at Amphoe Pra-
khonchai in Buriram Province, northeastern Thailand. They all date back to
about the 8-9th centuries A.p. and can be classified into the Dvaravati and early
Lopburi styles, the latter of which resemble the Khmer sculptures of the same
period. Most of them were smuggled out of Thailand. Now many are displayed
in large museums and private collections both in Europe and in the United States
of America. Fortunately two large bronzes and a small one of the same two
styles above mentioned and probably of the same faith were recently unearthed
at Muang Fai, Amphoe Lamplaimat, also in Buriram Province and are now
preserved in the Bangkok National Museum.

For the Chiengsaen or northern Thai period, so far very few activities have
been carried out such as the clearance and restoration of ancient Buddhist monu-
ments in northern Thailand by the Thai Fine Arts Department. 'T'he theory of
Mr. A. B. Griswold, an American scholar, on the contemporaneity of the Buddha
images of the early Chiengsaen style and those of the late Chiengsaen or Chieng-
mai period has been refuted by many scholars.

For the Sukhothai, U-tong, Ayudhya and Bangkok periods, the clearance and
restoration of ancient monuments have also been done especially at the three towns
of the Sukhothai period: Sukhothai, Sisatchanalai and Kampaengpet; and at
Ayudhya. The Sukhothai stone inscriptions are now being newly deciphered by
Mr. A.B. Griswold and Dr. Prasert Na Nagara. They have all been published in

thg Journal of the Siam Society. The history of the U-tong period has been formed up
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from various chronicles by some Thai scholars but so far it is still not very con-
vincing. There has been some move to preserve and restore some of the late
Ayudhya and early Bangkok mural paintings.

The Thai Fine Arts Department has also opened many museums or new build-
ings in already existing museums such as at Bangkok, Ayudhya, Kampaengpet,
Khonkaen, U-tong, Sukhothai and Chiengmai. All of them display objects
mostly of Buddhist art.

SELECTED BIBLIOGRAPHY

Books in Thai
(with English Renderings of Entries)
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Tour of 71 Provinces in Thailand. 1965,
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(See Plu, Luang.)
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Traces of the Pasi.  1967.
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Buddha Images in Thailand. 1969.

History, Archacolog y and Buddhist Votive Tablets of the Srivijaya, Lopburi, Khmer,
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— History of Wat Arun, Thonburi. 1968.
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Griswold, Alexander  Towards a History of Sukhodaya Art.  Thai Fine Arts Department, 1967,
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—_— What Is a Buddha Image? Thai Culture New Series.  Thai Fine Arts De-
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— {See Boribal Buribhand.)

et al, The Aris of Thailand. Tndiana Umversity Press, 1960,
Haags Gemeente- Kunst uit Thailand. 1963,
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Khien Yimsiri. (See Silpa Bhirasri et al.)

The Lacquer Pavifion at Suan Pakkad Palace. 1969.

Le May, Reginald. 4 Concise History of Buddhist Art in Siam. 2d ed. Tokyo: Charles E. Tunle
Co., 1963.

Learsch, J. A. Thai (Siamese) Buddhist Sculpture. 1969,

Lommel, Andreas.  (See Braunmiiller.)

Lyons, Elizabeth. Thai Traditional Paintine, Thai Culture New Series, Thai Fine Arts De-
partment, 1968.

—— The Tosachat in Thai Painting. Thai Culture New Series. Thai Fine Arts
Department, 1968.
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(See Griswold et al.)
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Catalogue of the Exhibition of Thai Arts. 1962,
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Appreciation of Our Murals. Thai Fine Arts Department, 1960.

An Appresiation of Sukhothai Art. Thai Culture New Series. Thai Fine Arts
Department, 1968.
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Department, 1968.
Thai Lacquer Works.
ment, 1968,

Thai Wood Carvings.
ment, 1968,
Murals of Nandhaburi Schoal.
University, 1961.
Hllustrated Survey of the Bangkok Home of James H. W. Thompson.
(See Griswold et al.)

Thai Culture New Series. Thai Fine Arts

Thai Culture New Series. Thai Fine Arts Depart-
Thai Culture New Series. Thai Fine Arts Depart-
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1962.

Guide ta Antiquisies Found at Koo Bua, Ratburt. 1961.

Guide to Antiguities at Tambon Pong Tuk and Pra Taen Dong Rang in the Pravnee of

Kanchanaburi.  1962.

Guiide to Ayudhya and Bang Pa-in.  1962.

Dudravati: The Earliest Kingdom of Siam (Gth to 1 Ith Century A. D.).

Bernard Quaritch Ltd., 1969,

The House on the Klong, the Banghkok Home and the Asian Art Collection of fames
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Thailandische Miniaturmalereien.
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London:

1965,

Articles

1. Published in the Joumnal of the Fine Arts Department of Thatland (in Thai unless otherwise indicated).

Banchob Tiemtat.

Banterng Punsin,
Boeles, J. J.

Boisselier, Jean.

Bonbal Buribhand,
Luang.

*'Large Reclining Buddha Images in Thailand.""  XII, no. 4.

“Report on the Survey and Excavations of Ancient Monuments at Muang
Kao Pra Rot, Dong Si Mahapot, Prachinburi.””  XIII, nes. 1-4.

“Stone Buddha Images in Lopburi Style at the Pimai Temple, Nakhon Rat-
chasima.” XII, no. 4.

“Report to the Council of the Siam Society on the Seminar Held by the Fine
Arts Department at Chainat.”” X1, no. 1. (in English)
“U-thorg et son importance pour Ihistoire de Thailande.”
{in French)

“Rapport de mission (26 juillet-28 novembre 1965) en Thailande.”
no. 2. (in French)

“L'Art de Dvdravari.” XI, no. 6. (in French)
*Antiquitics of Dviravati and Suvarnabhumi.™

IX, no. 1.

1X,

V11, no. 5.
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Charas Kampalasiri.

Chulalongkorn, H.
M, King.

Dhanit Yupho,

Griswold, A, B.
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Nikhom Musika-
gama.
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Subhadradis Diskul,
M. C.

Thai Fine Arts De-
partment.

T Amatyakul.
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“The Four Guardians of the Earth.” XI, no. I.

84,000 Stupa, Buddhist Votive Tablets and the Town of Old Kampaeng-
pet.” V, no. l.

“Trip to Ayudhya Province in 1878.” X, no. 6.

*“Some Theories on the Restoration of Monuments in Buddhist Monasterics."'
V, no. 5.

***New Theory’ about the Art of Northern Siam,”” IV, ne. 5. (in English)
“Indeterminate Results of Radiocarbon Tests on Images from Northern
Siam.” V, no. 5. (in English)

“Letter on the Chiengsaen Art.” X, no, 3.
*Wat Pra Non, Chiengsaen.” VII, no. 4.

(in English)

“Wat Doi Tong, Chiengrai.” VIII, no. 3.

““Walt 81 Khom Kham, Payao, Chiengrai Province.” VIII, no. 5.

“Wat Pra Kaew, Amphoe Muang, Chiengrai.” 1X, no. 4.

“*The Destruction of the Bas-Reliefs at Thamorat Cave, Amphoe Wichien-
buri, Petchabun,” XI1i, no. 3.

X, no. 1.

“Wat Aranyik of King Ramkhamhaeng.” VIII, no. 1.

“List of Deities, Yaksa, Naga and Garuda and Their Attributes (an Article
Presented to King Chulalongkorn).”” X, no. 5.

""Archacological Trip to the Town of Nang Pim, Supanburi.”
““Archaeological Seminar at Chainat.” XI, no. I.

“Mon Inscription on the Base of a Buddha Image from Kalasin."
no. 6.

“Thai Inscriptions an Bases of Buddha 1mages in Wat Pra Chetupon, Bang-
kok,"” XII, no. 4.

“Report of the Archaeological Survey in Northern Thailand of the Direc-
tor-General of the Thai Fine Arts Department in 1960.” 1V, no. 4.
“History of Buddhist Votive Tablets Used as Talismans.”” IV, no. 5.
“Report on the Survey of Prehistory and Ancient Cultural Relations in
Southern Thailand by the Officials of the Thai Fine Arts Depariment.”
XI, no, 6.

‘*Report on the Survey of Antiquities in Northern Thailand by the Director-
General of the Fine Arts Department.””  XII, no. 2.

“Report of the Excavation and Restoration of the Mandapa at Wat Maha-
that, Chiengsaen.” XII, no. 3.

“Excavation at Wat Pra Pai Luang, Sukhothai.”

1X, no. |.

X1,

1X, no. 6.

*“The Report of the Survey and Excavation at Kosinarai Pond, Ban Pong,
Kanchanaburi.” X, no. 2.

“Vihara of Pra Mongkolbopit, Ayudhya." VIII, no. 4.

“Report of the Survey of Ancient Towns in the Sukhothai Kingdom."
VIII, nos. 5-6; IX, no. 1.

2, Published in the Journal of Archazolog y, Faculty of Archaeology, Silpakorn University (in Thai
and sometimes with an English summary).

Cham Tongkham-

“Inscription on the Base of a Buddha Image at Wat Pra That Chom Tong,
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wan. Chiengmai.'' 1, no. 3.
Khongdej Prapat- “Chainat.” I, no. 1.
tong.

2 ““Report of the Excavation of Wat Chao Prab, Ayudhya."" [, no. |
Piset Chiachanpong. *'Chedi at Wiang Ta Kan, Lampun.” 1, no. .
" “Problem about Wat Chet Yot, Chiengmai.” 1, no. 2.
_ “Round Stupa of Chiengsaen Style." 11, no. 1.
—y “Round Stupa of Chiengmai Style.”” 11, no. 2.
Pratum Chumpengpan. ‘*Archacological Survey at Nakhon Si Thammarat," 11, no. 4.
Subhadradis Diskul, '*The Restoration of the Pimai Temple, Nakhon Ratchasima.” I, no. I.
M. C.

3. Published in the jJournal of the Siam Society.

Boeles, J. J. *T'wo Aspects of Buddhist Iconography in Thailand.” XLVIII, pt. 1.
. “The Buddhist Tutelary Couple Harit and Pancika, Protectors of Children,
from a Relief at the Khmer Sanctuary in Pimai.”  LVI, pt. 2.
Chatterji, §. K. “Buddha and Humanity.” XLVIII, pt. L.
De Casparis, J. G. “The Date of the Grahi Buddha.” LV, pt. .
Luce, Gordon H.  “Dvaravati and Old Burma."” LIII, pt, I.
Wales, H. G. Quaritch. “Miiang Bon, a Town of Northern Dvaravan.” LITI, pt. 1.

4. Published in the Arts Asiatiques.

Boisselier, Jean. “Réeentes recherches archéologiques en Thailande.” XII.

“Recherches archéologiques en Thailande. I1, Rapport sommaire de la
Mission 1965 (26 juillet-28 novembre).” XX,

Subhadradis Diskul, *“Le pavillon de laque du palais de Suan Pakkad.” VIII, no. 1.

M. C.

5. Published in the Artibus Asige.

Ba Shin. *Buddha Images of Tai Yuan Types Found in Burma.”  Tn AAs Suppl. Ess.
G. H. Luce,* vol. 2. 966,

Boeles, |. J. "“Two Yoginis of Hevajra from Thailand.” In Ads Suppl. Ess. G. H. Luee,
vol. 2. 1966,

Boisscher, Jean. “*Notes sur )’art du bronze dans I'ancien Cambodge.” XXIN, no. 4.

“Un fragment inscrit de roue de la loi de Lop’bun.”  XXIV, nos. 34 (Feli-
citation Vol. G. Ceedeés).

Cadés, George. “Les Mons de Dvaravati”’  In AAs Suppl. Ess. G. H, Luce, vol. 1. 1966,
Dhani Nivat, H. H. *The Gilt Lacquer Screen in the Audience Hall of Dusit.” XXIV, nos.
Prince. 3-4 (Felicitation Vol. G. Ceedés).

Griswold, A. B. “‘Notes on Siamese Art. I, The Lacquer Pavilion; I1, An Eighteenth-Century

Ivory Cetiya; 111, An Ayudhya Statuette of Unique Type.” XXIII, no. 1.

— ““Art from Siam: ‘The Arts of Thailand,” an Exhibition Organized by Prc~
fessor Bowie of Indiana University, under the Auspices of the Government of
Thailand.” XXIII, no. 2.

_ “Notes on Siamese Art. IV, Indeterminate Results of Radiocarbon Tests.””
XXIV, no. 1.

— *Notes on the Art of Siam. No. 5, The Conversion of Jambupati.” XXIV,
nos. 3—4 (Felicitation Vol. G, Caedés).

* For abbreviations, see pp. 73-74.
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“Imported Images and the Nature of Copying in the Art of Siam.””  In Ads
Suppl. Ess. G. H. Luce, vol. 2. 1966.
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