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The Mahabodhi Temple at Bodh Gaya and
Its Reproductions

by
Professor M.C. Subhadradis Diskul

The author has summarized an excellent article by Mr. A.B, Griswold entitled ““The Holy
Land Transported’ published in a book dedicated to Professor Paranavitana, a Singhalese scholar,
for his seventieth birthday in 1965, pp. 173-221.

In the article Mr. Griswold describes in detail the Mahabodhi Temple at Bodh Gaya
i India, where the Buddha attained his Enlightenment, from its beginning, especially its condition
in the 10th-11th centuries A.D. and its restoration twice by the Burmese in about 1100 A.D. and
at the end of the 13th century respectively. He then continues with the reproduction at Pagan,
in Burma, constructed around the first half of the 13th century and the reproduction at Wat
Mahabodharam (Waj Chet Yot) at Chiengmai in northern Thailand which Mr. Griswold believes
King Tiloka of Chiengmai built around the middle of the 15th century to celebrate the 2000 years
of Buddhism. He expounds his idea that King Tiloka probably sent a group of architects and
craftsmen to copy the Mahabodhi Temple at Bodh Gaya. The last part of the articlé deals with
other less similar reproductions at Pegu in Lower Burma, Beijing in China, Patan in Nepal ana
at Chiengrai in northern Thailand. It ends with the seven holy sites during the seven weeks after
the Enlightenment of the Master.

This article is regarded by many scholars as one of the best scholarly researches of
Mr. Griswold. However the author would like to add some comments

1. The Mahabodhi Temple at Bodh Gaya and at Pagan were built of brick but the one
at Chiengmai was built of laterite. In 1488, when King Tiloka died and his remains were cremated
at Wat Chet Yot by his grandson, King Yod Chiengrai, a large chedi was constructed of brick,
ot of laterite, to enshrine his ashes at the Wat, If they both had been built more or less at the
:ame time, they should have been constructed of the same material.

2. The motifs in stucco on the walls of the Mahabodhi Temple at Wat Chet Yot all
-epresent angels, either sitting or standing. At the Mahabodhi Temple at Bodh Gaya, though all
or nearly all of the Buddha images disappeared during the time of King Tiloka, the niches were
«ill apparent. These niches are represented at the Mahabodhi Temple, both at Pagan and at Beijing.
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If King Tiloka had really sent his architects and craftsmen to Bodh Gaya these niches should also
have been represented at Wat Chet Yot. Could it be that this Mahabodhi Temple at Wat Chet Yot
had existed before the time of King Tiloka and the King restored it for the celebration of the
2000 years of Buddhism ? If so, these angel figures were all added by him. Their cores are of brick
whereas the Mahabodhi temple is of laterite. An art historian has explained that this difference
might be due to the fact that laterite might be too thick to be used as a core for a high-relief stucco
image. So the stucco angel figures with brick cores and the laterite building might have been
built at the same time.

3. From the survey at Wat Chet Yot on 11 October 1986, it appears that the Bodhi tree
was originally planted on the roof of the western extension (vijrasana) instead of on the western
end of the podium as Mr. Griswold anticipated. The present abbot of the monastery supported
this theory by saying that when he was a child he saw a pit on top of the western extension.
The Mahabodhi temple at Wat Chet Yot then is nearer to the one at Pagan on this point. A stone
slab that Mr. Grisworld said was at the foot of the newly-planted Bodhi tree has already been lost.

The date and provenance of the Mahabodhi Temple at Wat Chet Yot, Chtengmai are still,
according to the opinion of the author, open for further investigation. Mr. Griswold himself
has written at the end of his article : ‘‘Our studies have served to remind us of the existence of
such problems, but without giving us anything like a satisfactory answer”
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