aquszaadanisiagnws : Wansfinvuriuu
For Educational Purpose Only

Summary

PRANG KU WAT PRA KONA
Professor M.C. Subhadradis Diskul

Prang Ku Wat Pra Kona in Tambon Sa Khu, Amphoe Suwannaphum,
Roi — et province in north — eastern Thailand, was visited by members of the
Faculty of Archaeology, Silpakorn University, and their students on the 7th of
January 1973. Originally there were 3 brick prang, only the southern one of
which is still in good condition. This has a red sandstone base and its northemn
lintel, 3 false—doors and columns arc of the same material (fig. ). Four stone
models of the small prang which were originally uscd to decorate its roof — tiers
are still preserved (fig. 3). The central prang has been totally covered with

modern plaster and the northern one has also been changed into a residence of the
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abbot of a Buddhist monastery which is now occupying the site. The 3 towers are
surrounded by rectangular laterite walls, 42.65 m. X 30.32 m. They are pierced
into a gate on the east and west. The eastern gate is of course the most impor-
tant, being guarded by two stone figures of naga. At the centre of the mnorthern
and southern walls are projections which might originally have been chambers,
each one 5 m. long. These chambers, which have now all collapsed, could be
connected with the inner court — yard by a door.  In the inner court — yard at the
south — eastern corner, stands a laterite vihara facing west. It has also crumbled
down (see plan ). This sanctuary of Prang Ku Wat Pra Kona was presumably

built as a Hindu shrine as the existing sculptures are all related to Hinduism.

The date of this monument which of Lopburi style in Thailand, if
compared with that of the Khmer antiquities, will fall into the Khmer Baphuon
style (nth century A.D.) This can be clearly noticed from the form of the naga
in front of the eastern gato (fig. 4) and the lintel on the top (fig. 5). The
northern lintel of the southern prang (f‘ig. 6) as well as its unfinished columns and
false — door (fig. 7) alse testify the same age. The scroll-motif carved on one of
the southern pilasters of the southern prang (f ig. 8) is, however, somewhat different

from the same motif carved in the Khmer Baphuon style.

Other evidences supporting the suggested date (the 1lth century A.D.)
for this sanctuary can still be gleaned from a stone lintel now left lying on the
ground west of the northern prang depicting Vishnu (9) riding on Garuda in
the centre (f ig. 9) and another broken one, showing only the upper part, found
among the ruins of the southern laterite wall (f ig. 10).

It should also be mentioned that in his book, Inventaire Descriptif des
Monuments du Cambodge, Tome Deuxiéme, Prang Ku Wat Pra Kona was called by
E. Lunet de Lajonquiére, Ku Si Cheng (p. 113) and according to his plan another

laterite vihara alse existed in the inner court — yard at the north — eastern corner.
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