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Summary
Three carved stone slabs of Lopburi style in the Bangkok
National Museum
by
Professor M.C. Subhadradis Diskul

In the Lopburi room of the Bangkok National Museum are exhibited three
carved stone slabs which will be here described.

The first one is in pink sandstone of 119 x 65 x 46 cm. presented by H.R.H.
Prince Paribatra of Nagara Svarga to the Bangkok National Museum in 1932. The
front face represents the Buddha in the attitude of meditation and protected by the
seven-headed Naga under a porch of a pavilion. Curiously enough in front of the
three coils of the Snake stands a female figurine who is holding indistinct objects in her
two lifted arms. This feminine image has not yet been identified (fig. 1).

On the lateral right side (of the Buddha) are carved two standing figurines:
a male figure on top of a female one. The male figure is probably Avalokitesvara
though the figurine of Amitabha on his chignon is unclear. He is presumably holding
respectively in his four hands a rosary, a lotus, a book and a water-vase. The female
under him therefore might be Tara, his consort, with the right hand in the attitude of
dispelling fear and the left one in that of giving boon (fig. 2).

The back part of the slab is also carved with two standing figures of a male
and female. The eight-handed male figure might represent Amoghapils'a, one form of
Avalbkites’vara, though again the symbol on his hair is very much deteriorated. He is
probably holding a noose (pasa) in his uppermost right hand. The other distinct objects
held by the Bodhisattva are a book (in the second right hand from above), a rosary
(uppermost left hand), a hammer (?) (second left hand from above) and a water-vase
(third left hand from above). The two lowest hands perform the attitude of giving
boon. The Bodhisattva is flanked by the small Buddha in meditation on both sides of
his head. As for the five-headed and ten-armed female figurine underneath she might
represent Prajfiaparamita. She holds an elephant—hook (?) in her uppermost right
hand; displays the attitude of giving boon by her lowest right one and for her left hands
she might carry a lotus in her uppermost and a round lotus (?) or a gem in her lower-
most. The other objects are undiscernible (fig. 3).

As for the lateral left side (of the Buddha) the male figure on top can be
easily identified as Vajrapani from his demoniac facial features and standing attitude as
well as the attributes he holds in his four arms: a club or a sword, a vgjra, a noose
and a bell with a vajra handle. Could the four-armed female figurine under him be
then his consort, Sujata ?  She is holding in her upper right hand a lotus, a rosary in
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her upper left one and both of her lower arms are lifted in order to perform the attitude
of dispelling fear (fig. 4).

For the date of this Mahayanist stone slab, one can compare for instance
the dress of both the male and female figures as well as the meditating Buddha under
Naga to those of the Khmer art already chronologically classified by French scholars.
One will notice that they resemble rather closely those of the Khleang (second half of
the 10th century) and early Baphuon (early 11th century) styles. This stone slab can
therefore be atributed to about, according to the opinion of the author, the end of the
10th or the beginning of the 11th century A.D. It was probably carved in Thailand as
the face of the Buddha is quite different from that of the Khmer.

Regarding the other two stone slabs found at the town of Lopburi, one can
perceive clearly that they strongly resemble the Khmer late Baphuon style (about the
second half of the I1th century A.D.), both in their dress and hair-styie. One of them
is 96.5 x 46 x 44.5 (including the projecting pedestal) cm. and represents Brahma standing
underneath a niche. He is holding a rosary in his upper right hand and probably a
ritual spoon (?) in his upper left one. Unfortunately his two lower arms have been
broken (fig. 5).

The other slab 103 x42 x 30 cm. is carved with two figures of standing female

divinities also under a niche. They are holding in their right hand the stem of a lotus
bud (fig. 6).

It is interesting to note that these two slabs were carved from green limestone
which had been very popular during the Dvaravatl period (6th or 7th—I11th century
A.D.). Especially behind the last slab representing the two female divinities it can be
seen clearly that the slab was recarved from an original limestone octagonal column as
Professor Boisselier has mentioned in his recent book ‘‘La Sculpture en Thailande” page
116. This octagonal column might have originally supported a stone Wheel of the Law.
Therefore it can be stressed that these last two stone slabs were carved at the town of

Lopburi where they were discovered as Lopburi had been an important Dvaravati town
before the Lopburi period.



